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than being able to buy the nutritious
food or put a decent roof over their
head, they are struggling to pay for the
drugs that they need. We have only a
few days left to provide real relief. A
prescription drug benefit under Medi-
care is what they want.

Now we are talking about reimporta-
tion of lower-cost drugs from Canada.
That is fine. Let us do that. Although,
I have to tell my colleagues, it is pret-
ty crazy that we have to rely on the
Canadian Government who puts some
controls on the cost of drugs, the cost
they are willing to pay, and we as
Americans have to go and buy those
same American-made drugs from the
Canadians because we do not do any-
thing to control the cost.

Senior citizens need help. Let us get
a prescription drug benefit under Medi-
care.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE
FOR AMERICA’S SENIORS IS IM-
PORTANT

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, prescription drug coverage for
America’s seniors is important. Our
two parties differ, however.

Republicans believe in choice, not
government control. Americans them-
selves can always make decisions that
best meet their individuals needs. On
the other hand, Democrats believe gov-
ernment, not individuals, make the
best decisions for all people in every
circumstance.

The Clinton-Gore administration’s
prescription drug proposals are total
government control. Vice President
GORE claims to have a recipe of hopes
and promises. But when we get in the
kitchen, we discover it is the same old
concoction of government ingredients
and Dbureaucratic spices. One can
present it any way one wants to, but
one knows it still tastes the same, it
still smells the same. It is not good.

We need a prescription drug benefit
under Medicare that offers seniors real
choices without government control.
Americans do not want, need, or de-
serve any more Hillary care.

———

SHAME ON THE CONGRESS FOR
NOT TAKING ACTION ON PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUGS

(Mr. FARR of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to admonish this country,
it is a shame that we are here talk,
talk, talk, and not doing anything
about prescription drugs.

My daughter recounted to me a story
last Saturday night when she was in a

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

pharmacy at midnight on Saturday
night, to pick up some pain medicine.
She told me that the people waiting in
line there were limited English speak-
ing, about eight families.

One of the gentlemen was pleading
with the pharmacist to sell him at
least two of the pills that were pre-
scribed, he could not afford the whole
package, because his infant daughter
was sick and needed these prescription
drugs. But the pharmacist would not
sell the drugs to him because he could
not buy the entire package, the entire
dosage which the doctors recommend.

He said, ‘I cannot afford it. Give me
two now, and I will come back in a cou-
ple of days and buy the rest of them.”
It went on and on, and the pharmacist
would not sell it because the process
would not allow them to do it, and the
person could not afford the drugs. He
was in tears, as any parent would be.

Shame on America that we cannot
take care of people; we cannot even dis-
burse those drugs that have been pre-
scribed because people cannot pay for
them. Shame on the drug companies.
Shame on the process. Shame on Con-
gress for not correcting it.

———

THIS ADMINISTRATION NOT CON-
NECTED WHEN IT COMES TO
EDUCATION

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, now we
have from the Gore-Clinton adminis-
tration the formula for turning around
education. This was revealed on Sep-
tember 7, 2000, by the Secretary of Edu-
cation, Richard Riley, and I quote:
“What we need are the three R’s in
education: relationships, resilience,
and readiness.”

Now, is not that odd, because back
home in Georgia, none of the parents
or teachers have come to me and said,
what we really need is resilience in
education. Somehow their idea of the
three R’s is a little bit different. We
need local control of education. We
need parental involvement. We need
the money going to the teacher in the
classroom, not the bureaucrats in
Washington. We need safe campuses.

No wonder the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER), a Demo-
crat Congressman, said January 10,
2000, and I quote directly: ‘I sit on the
House Committee on Education and
the Workforce, and I have witnessed
the failure of this administration and
AL GORE to do enough to address our
Nation’s education needs.”

Well, I agree with the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER),
my Democrat colleague. It does not ap-
pear that this administration is con-
nected when it comes to education.
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UNITED STATES RANKS NEAR
BOTTOM IN EDUCATION COM-
PARED TO INDUSTRIALIZED

COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD

(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I have
an obscenity to share with the Mem-
bers of the House. For the 8 years that
the Clinton-Gore administration has
possessed the White House, they have
squandered their opportunity to fix
education in America.

The Third International Math and
Science Study comparison compared 21
industrialized countries around the
world in math and science. Let me read
the list of countries that outperform
the United States: Netherlands, Swe-
den, Denmark, Switzerland, Iceland,
Norway, France, New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, Canada, Austria, Slovenia, Ger-
many, Hungary, Italy, Russia, Lith-
uania, the Czech Republic.

After the United States comes two
countries: Cyprus and South Africa.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, we rank near the
bottom when compared to industrial
countries around the world in edu-
cation.

Republicans have a different mes-
sage. Stop squandering opportunity in
the White House. Get dollars to the
classroom. Get money to the teachers,
the administrators, the school board
members who know the names of our
children. Stop wasting billions on a
huge bureaucracy here in Washington,
D.C. that cannot teach.

———

CHILDREN’S HEALTH ACT OF 2000

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 594 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 594

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 4365) to amend
the Public Health Service Act with respect
to children’s health, with Senate amendment
thereto, and to consider in the House, with-
out intervention of any point of order, a mo-
tion offered by the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Commerce or his designee that the
House concur in the Senate amendment. The
Senate amendment and the motion shall be
considered as read. The motion shall be de-
batable for one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Commerce.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the motion to final adoption
without intervening motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSE). The gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
PRYCE) is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. FROST); pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
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